Application No. 09/753,002 

Amendment Under 37 C.F.R. 1.312 dated January 26, 2005 
Reply to Notice of Allowance of December 2, 2004 

Please amend the above-identified application as follows: 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application. 

Listing of Claims : 

1 . (Currently Amended) A distance measuring device comprising: 

a distance measuring sensor for measuring a plurality of measurement regions of 
an object region and outputting m e asur e m e n t distance data; 

a detector for detecting an immeasurable region within the plurality of 
measurement regions based on the moasuromen t distance data output from said distance 
measuring sensor; 

a calculator for calculating a spacing on the object corresponding to the 
unmeasurable region detected by said detector; and 

a creator for creating distance data of the unmeasurable region based on the 
distance data of the measurable region among the plurality of distanc e 
m e asurin gm easurement regions and the spacing calculated by said calculator. 

2. (Original) A distance measuring device according to claim 1, wherein said 
detector detects the unmeasurable region by determining a reliability of the distance data 
output from the distance measuring sensor. 

3. (Original) A distance measuring device according to claim 1, said creator 
creates the distance data of the unmeasurable region based on the distance data of the 
measurable regions adjacent to the unmeasurable region. 
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4. (Original) A distance measuring device according to claim 3, said creator 
creates the distance data of the unmeasurable region based on a distance difference of the 
measurable regions adjacent to both sides of the unmeasurable region. 

5. (Original) A distance measuring device according to claim 4, said creator 
determines whether or not the distance data of the unmeasurable region is created by 
comparing the distance difference of the measurable regions to a specific value. 

6. (Original) A distance measuring device according to claim 1, said creator 
determines whether or not the distance data of the unmeasurable region is created by 
comparing the spacing of the unmeasurable region calculated by said calculator to a 
specific value. 

7. (Currently Amended) A distance measuring device according to claim 1, 
further comprises a luminance calculator for calculating a luminance of the distance 
m e asuring measurement regions, and wherein said creator determines whether or not the 
distance data of the unmeasurable region is created in accordance with the difference in 
the luminance of the unmeasurable region and the luminance of the measurable regions. 

8. (Currently Amended) A distance measuring device according to claim 1, 
further comprises a region selector for selecting the distanc e m e asurin g measurement 
regions including at least three or more measuring points from among a plurality of 
measuring points, and wherein said detector detects an unmeasurable region within the 
selected m e asurin g measurement regions. 

9. (Currently Amended) A camera provided with a distance measuring device 
comprising: 

a distance measuring sensor for measuring a plurality of distance measuring 
regions of an object region and outputting m e asuromon t distance data; 

a detector for detecting an immeasurable region within the plurality of 
m e asur e ment distance measuring regions based on the moasuromont distance data output 
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from said distance measuring sensor; 

a calculator for calculating a spacing on the object corresponding to the 
immeasurable region detected by said detector; 

a creator for creating distance data of the immeasurable region based on the 
distance data of the measurable region among the plurality of distance measuring regions 
and the spacing calculated by said calculator; 

a finder for viewing the object region; 

a display for displaying a range corresponding to each distance measuring region 
within the view of the finder; and 

a controller for recognizing a photographic object corresponding to the distance 
data of the measurable region and the created distance data of the immeasurable region 
and for controlling display on said display in accordance with the recognition result. 

10. (Currently Amended) A camera provided with a distance measuring device 
comprising: 

a distance measuring sensor for measuring a plurality of measurement regions of 
an object region and outputting m e asur e m e nt distance data; 

a detector for detecting an immeasurable region within the plurality of 
measurement regions based on the m e asur e ment distance data output from said distance 
measuring sensor; 

a calculator for calculating a spacing on the object corresponding to the 
unmeasurable region detected by said detector; 

a creator for creating distance data of the unmeasurable region based on the 
distance data of the measurable region among the plurality of distanc e 
m e asurin g measurement regions and the spacing calculated by said calculator; 

a focus adjuster for adjusting the focus of a photographic lens; and 

a controller for recognizing a photographic object corresponding to the distance 
data of the measurable region and the created distance data of the unmeasurable region 
and for controlling said focus adjuster in accordance with the recognition result. 



